
 

 

 

Historic Environment Scotland 
Àrainneachd Eachdraidheil Alba 

Heritage Matters - Recording Scotland's Historic Maritime Environment 

Peter McKeague  

peter.mckeague@rcahms.gov.uk 

mailto:peter.mckeague@rcahms.gov.uk


 

 

 

Å Leading and enabling 

 

Å Investigating and recording 

 

Å Protecting and caring  

 

Å Sharing and celebrating 

The role of HES 

Our Place in time 

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2014/03/8522


 

 

 

Canmore: accessing data about the historic environment 



 

 

 

Canmore comprises over 320,000 site records and over 1.2million items of associated 

archive relating to Scotlandôs archaeological, built and maritime heritage.  

Origin of record based on  OS Card Index  

from 1940s ï included a few maritime records 

 

Computerised in 1980s  

 

Maritime record developed  from 1995 

 

First published online  in 1998. 

 

Project Adair upgrade programme 2011-14  

 

Data now  accessible through Canmore 

PastMap, SEWeb and the  

National Marine Plan Interactive 

and as WMS or WFS 

http://pastmap.org.uk/ 

Canmore incorporates data from a wide 

range of sources from antiquarian reports to 

modern survey. Data is not all verified. 

Canmore: access to the national record of the Historic Environment 

http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/rcahms-projects/project-adair
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/rcahms-projects/project-adair
https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1234368
http://pastmap.org.uk/
http://map.environment.scotland.gov.uk/seweb/map.htm?menutype=1
https://marinescotland.atkinsgeospatial.com/nmpi/
http://pastmap.org.uk/


 

 

 

Underwater recording,  

The Swan, Isle of Mull 

20th century Blockship,  

Scapa Flow, Orkney  

There are 4,123 wrecks recorded in Scottish waters 

https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1405533 

https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1142607 

Canmore: information about wrecks 

é as well as  2,747 obstructions 

https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1405533
https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1142607


 

 

 

Most losses are poorly located from 

documentary sources, positions  

given near notable landmarks such as  

ó10 miles E of Aberdeenô, or on the óBass 

Rockô 

https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1234368 

There are  23,565 documented losses  (casualties) recorded in Scottish waters 

as well as documented losses 

https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1234368
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Due to the poor location of many of the 

documented losses, conventional distribution  

maps can give a false impression of accuracy 

 

The density map provides a better impression 

of losses and potential for further discoveries.   

 

The map gives a clear sense of the historical  

importance of  particular ports and harbours,  

shipping routes and navigational hazards.  

 

Main data source:  

Whittakerôs Off Scotland record of maritime  
and aviation losses in Scottish Waters (1998 ) 

Source: Project Adair 

visualised through a density map 


