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The human fascination with the land-sea interface
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Different maps, different agencies, different domains,
but (IMHO) demand for holistic views is increasing.



Challenges in combining
land & sea map layers / services



but first some background (literally)
and a cartographic warning…

Challenges in combining
land & sea map layers / services







Please don’t do this…



…and definitely don’t do this.











Intertidal Areas



Intertidal Areas



Raster vs. Vector

• Styled by cartographers at OS / UKHO
• Compliant with cartographic standards
• Familiarity (loyalty?) for paper product users
• Ready-to-use in GIS software
• No / limited spatial analysis
• Option for land-less with Raster Charts XL

• Styled by you (or adopt a pre-made stylesheet)
• Option to compromise on cartographic standards
• Potential loss of familiarity
• Increased effort required in GIS software
• Spatial analysis possible
• Greater flexibility for blending and conflating 

land/marine map data sources



Simple Charts XL+OS VML combo



Vector Tiles







But perhaps don’t buy it on Amazon…

<£20



Goal
Develop a vector-based interleaved

map, preserving as much
cartographic convention as possible,

and deployed as a service.
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